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Ontelaunee Region AACA holds monthly meetings on the first Saturday of

each month, January through May and September through November, at 3:00 p.m.

 PRESIDENT 1ST VICE PRESIDENT 2ND VICE PRESIDENT
 Jeff Dotterer Barbara Koch Tim Hinkle
 202 Donne Rd. 710 Carolina Ave. 712 E. 18th St.
 Hamburg, PA 19526 Reading, PA 19605-1102 Northampton, PA 18067
 610-914-4808 610-816-5586 610-262-8572
 dcparts@comcast.net barbarananabarb@aol.com hinkle2015@gmail.com

 SECRETARY TREASURER
 Susan Manwiller Lester Manwiller
 20 Timothy Dr. 20 Timothy Dr.
 Fleetwood, PA 19522 Fleetwood, PA 19522
 610-944-8619 610-944-8619
 Smanwi1321@aol.com lhedgehog1@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tim Hinkle               Ken Dages - Chairperson

Ray Huber               Elaine Baer               Shirley Schaffer

 Tin ‘N Brass Editor Membership
 Mike Horning Phyllis J. Peters
 4230 Dorney Park Rd. Apt. 1018 5265 Elgen Dr.
 Allentown, PA 18104 Emmaus, PA 18049
 610-755-7445 610-965-9236
 micycle@ptd.net phyllispeters@hotmail.com

Webmaster: Michael Dotterer: michaeljason.com@gmail.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Budget - Lester Manwiller

Registration - Susan Manwiller
Hamburg Flea Market - Lester Manwiller

Das Awscht Fescht - Bob Hobaugh
Activities - Suzy McGovern

Check out our Facebook page
ontelauneeaaca.com



SMOKE SIGNALS
DECEMBER
 3 Reorganization Meeting
 10 Christmas Banquet

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
 Is it the December issue already? The sands are quickly rushing through the hourglass that 
is 2023. We had the 2023 President’s Banquet at Blue Mountain Family Restaurant a few days ago. 
It’s starting to sink in that next month, I will turn you over to a new writer, Barbara Koch. It’s kind of 
nice that each year, we bring a new leader and a fresh perspective to the job. No worries, though. 
I’m not going away; I’m just sliding back a step to the First Vice President slot and Chairman of the 
Board.
 It’s been a fun year, and I enjoyed the chance to lead this club. It’s an opportunity available to 
everyone with only a little sincere effort. We are always looking for someone with a love of old cars 
to take a turn. Who knows, you may even be sort of good at it, but you won’t know until you try.
  Speaking of trying, I’ve been trying to tell you all year to sign up friends and fellow car buffs 
as members. Since this is my last chance to tell you that for a while, let me give you an idea: invite 
them to the Annual Christmas Banquet. Bring them so they can see what fun we have. Let them 
see that Ontelaunee isn’t just about Das Awkscht Fescht, but also about having fun as a group. 
Let them come and see, enjoy the magician, and even sit on Santa’s lap. Bring any children and 
grandchildren. They will enjoy Santa and our magician.
 By introducing them to Ontelaunee AACA, they may even stick around for 2024 to join us on 
some tours. You will get the satisfaction of knowing you have passed the club down to someone 
else. 
 Anyway, I have enjoyed my time being your president I will turn you over to Barb now. It’s 
not goodbye, just “so long for now.” See you on December 10, 2023. Look forward to Barb in 2024. 
Let’s all get behind her and get the job done.
 Respectfully submitted, Jeff Dotterer, President

ONTELAUNEE REGION BUSINESS MEETING NOVEMBER 2023
 President Jeff Dotterer thanked Ontelaunee Region AACA members who attended the 
business meeting at the New Jerusalem Zion UCC Church Krumsville, PA on November 4, 2023 
at 3:00 p.m. Jeff thanked Ray Huber for the donation of the microphone. There were 22 members 
present. We recited the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.
 Susan Manwiller gave the Secretary’s report from the business meeting held October 7, 
2023. A motion to accept the Secretary’s report was made by John Heyer and seconded by Barbara 
Koch. The motion carried unanimously.
 Lester Manwiller gave the Treasurer’s report for October 2023. A motion to approve the 
treasurer’s report subject to audit was made by Marilyn Roth and seconded by Barbara Oswald. 
The motion carried unanimously. Lester received a club credit card through Fleetwood Bank. He 
had to provide meeting minutes stating a motion to approve the credit card, last year’s taxes, and 
club’s incorporation papers. Credit card will only be used when a business will not accept a club 
check.



COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership: In the absence of Phyllis Peters, the secretary reported Phyllis is asking everyone to 
let her know any changes in preparation for the new roster. Phyllis received one phone call from 
someone looking for information about our club. The secretary has been putting an invitation to 
attend an Ontelaunee meeting in local newspapers. Phyllis will be taking dues at the Christmas 
party.

Website: Michael Dotterer was absent. Cheri asked that members send Michael pictures from our 
tours. A good way to send him pictures is through Google photo drive.

Newsletter: Mike Horning was absent.

Activities: Suzy McGovern needs bakers for three months for next year. Two tours are taken, the 
rest are open.

Hamburg Swap Meet: 
1. Lester signed a contract with the Leesport Farmers Market for the swap meet on March 3rd. A 
deposit of $300 was required. One week before the event the whole sum is due. The deposit will 
be returned after the event if there are no damages.
2. Inside spaces are pre-marked at 10’x10’. Outside spaces are 10’x20’. There are not as many 
indoor spaces as Hamburg; but more outdoor spaces and more room for car corral and public 
parking. Two indoor spaces will be used for white elephants.
3. Vendors may not bring their vehicles into the building but there are lots of doors to bring in their 
items.
4. Lester would like to use the length of the building for handicap parking.
5. The food vendors who normally run the food stands for the Wednesday farmers market will be 
doing the food. There will be one food vendor inside and one outside.
6. Two tables are included with each space outside. Tables are available for inside spaces; the club 
will charge $2.00 per table.
7. Lester is planning to get a sign made to be placed at the Hamburg Field House directing people 
to Leesport. The sign can be attached to the A-frame the club already has.
8. Lester sent letters to last year’s vendors informing them of the change in location.
9. Help will be needed Saturday for set up and Sunday to get vendors to their spaces.

Das Awkscht Fescht: 
1. Since there are no Mustang clubs who want to pay for the feature tent, Bob has been looking for 
sponsors. He thinks the tent expense is covered.
2. There will be a $50.00 fee this year to use Eventbrite for online registrations. The park will cover 
the expense.
3. John Clor from Ford Performance and other celebrities will be speaking in the band shell.
4. Jeff Bliemeister from America’s Transportation Experience and Ontelaunee will choose which 
cars go in the tent.

President’s Banquet: Nov. 12, 2023, to be held at the Blue Mountain Family Restaurant in 
Shartlesville in a private room. The theme is Veterans; 35 people have signed up.

Christmas Party: Dec. 10, 2023, to be held at NOVA. Barb Koch said doors open at 12:00 noon 
and dinner is at 1:00. Turkey and ham will be served. Like in previous years, please bring baked 
goods for the dessert table.



OLD BUSINESS 
There are two scholarship applicants; Sydney Duke and Bryan Wagner. One is approved for $500, 
the other one is pending after membership is verified.

NEW BUSINESS
Jeff said we should be recognizing long time members in our club. He suggested naming a Member 
of the Year. Ballots were handed out. To be continued.

 Thank you to Elsa Dages, Nancy Horning, and Bob & Florita Hobaugh for refreshments and 
thank you to Elaine Baer and Marilyn Roth for helping to serve.
 A motion to adjourn the meeting at 3:50 p.m. was made by Cheri Dotterer and seconded by 
Bob Hobaugh. The motion carried unanimously.
 Respectfully submitted,
 Susan Manwiller, Secretary

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sunday, December 10, 2023

Where: Northern Valley Ambulance Social Hall (NOVA), 2375 Levans Rd, Coplay,PA

Doors open: 12:00 Noon

Dinner served: 1:00 PM

Entertainment: The magician has some new tricks!

Cost: Members and children over 11 $25.00; children 6 through 11 $10.00; children under 6 are 
free

Non-members $30.00; Non-members 6-17 $15.00

Make checks payable to: Ontelaunee Region AACA

Deadline: November 25, 2023

Mail check and form to: Barbara Koch, 710 Carolina Ave, Reading,PA 19605

If you are coming to the Christmas party on December 10, please bring a dessert- a cake, pie, 
cookies, etc.

Names of club members and ages and names of children:

                                                                                                                                                                   

Names of non-club members and ages and names of children:

                                                                                                                                                                   



REPORT ON THE APPLE JACK & CIDER TOUR
 On Saturday October 28, 23 members met at the Krumsville school on Rte. 737 at 9AM. 
There were 9 cars on the tour- some classic and some new. Leroy and Vas Hinkle were our tour 
masters. One member ran into car trouble on the way (Ken) and Ray Huber rescued Ken and Elsa 
so they could join the tour. A good example of how we help each other. Also our cell phones are 
helpful when there are breakdowns!
 The tour took us through northern Berks county, Kutztown, Fleetwood, Fredericksville, Oley, 
Exeter township, and Birdsboro. Mother nature fully cooperated-almost 80 degrees on a sunny 
Indian summer day. The fall foliage was spectacular-the colors of orange, red, gold, brown, and 
still green leaves. Fields of tan corn shucks-we even passed a farmer harvesting the corn. Our tour 
passed many farms with beautiful old houses and lots of farm animals. We even passed some folks 
on horse drawn wagons.
 The tour visited the Daniel Boone Homestead in Birdsboro. Daniel Boone was born here in 
1734 and lived here until 1750 when his family moved to North Carolina. Daniel Boone eventually 
moved to Kentucky and helped to pave the way west. The house where Boone was born was 
originally very small. Daniel and 10 siblings slept together in the same bedroom in the small second 
floor loft. (just think about how we complain about sharing a bedroom with a sibling).The house was 
enlarged by 2 succeeding owners. It is a good example of how hard life was in Colonial times. No 
electricity-only candlelight. No central heat-just a fireplace for heat and cooking. No refrigeration-
just a small stream in the cold basement. A smokehouse to cure your meats to preserve them. 
The tour guides gave us lots of information to make us appreciate the creature comforts and 
modern lifestyles we have today. Before we started the tours we did enjoy apple cider and delicious 
doughnuts!
 Afterwards we had a short drive to the historic Douglasville Hotel. They have a very full menu 
including 129!! different types of burgers. The gang enjoyed reading the menus to see the different 
burgers. I think everyone liked what they picked. As usual there was a lot of talking and laughter!
 Thanks again to Leroy and Vas for a wonderful last tour of 2023!
 Barbara Koch

FALL FOLIAGE TOUR REPORT
 We were 7 cars that met at Strausstown Playground. The day was cloudy as we head into 
Schuykill County on the Blue Mountain Rd. We drove about 25 miles up, over and down the Blue 
Mountain. The leaves were not quite at their peak, but a nice drive with sites to see. One interesting 
site was a wreck of a VW bus in a front yard with fall flowers growing out of the headlight with a 
skeleton behind the wheel. We went through a covered bridge and also saw some junkers sitting in 
the field rusting away.
 At the foot of the Blue Mountain Ridge we headed to Grime’s Airport called Golden Age Air 
Museum. There are 3 buildings containing aircrafts of two decades between both World Wars, the 
roaring 1920’s and the 1930’s, and the birth of the barnstorming. Very interesting to learn the lost 
art of early aircraft construction. Volunteers were working on some aircrafts. About 6 antique cars 
were also on display. The owner was a 2nd generation and he was a commerical pilot.
 And off we went for lunch at Kauffman’s BAR-B-Q. Thank you Barbara and Susie for another 
great tour.
 Nancy Horning



REMINDER:
 If you have not yet registered your car for Das Awkscht Fescht 2024, consider doing so now 
before the fee goes up in January. If you need a registration form, please give me a call and I will 
mail one to you or you can print one at www.awkscht.com. I will also have registration forms at the 
January business meeting and will take checks or cash at the meeting.
 Thanks, Susan Manwiller Smanwi1321@aol.com
 Phone or Text: 610-823-5033

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES
 Tom McMichael 12/4
  12/7 Thomas & Kathleen Duckett
 Linda Legath 12/8
 James Shupp, Sr. 12/13
 Jill Naugle 12/13
 James Peters 12/16
  12/18 Thomas & Ginny Gatley
 Jessica Yoder 12/19
 Elsa Dages 12/21
 Frances Liao 12/22
  12/23  Bruce & Nancy Cronrath
 Carol Kidd 12/24
  12/28 John & Nancy Black
 Dolores Kennedy 12/29
 Matthias Staack 12/30
 Katherine McCarthy 12/31
 Nancy Hutchins 12/31

DUES REMINDER
 Your dues for 2024 will be the same as for 2023. They are as follows: $10.00 for single and 
$15.00 for joint and $150.00 for life (only if life in National). You will not be receiving a renewal 
form in your December newsletter. Please just send your check to me. If you have some changes 
please just indicate it on a slip of paper. It is important that we have your correct information to keep 
records current.
 I will be collecting dues at the Christmas Party.
  Your National dues renewal form was in your September/October National Magazine. 
National Dues are due by December 31, 2023. The loose sheet with your address label has the 
renewal form. Please save and use to pay your dues. Remember you have to be a member of 
National to be a member of Ontelaunee Region.
 Phyllis Peters, Membership Chairman



2024 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
 I have Four Free Membership to give to potential people who have never been a member 
of AACA. If you know anyone who is interested please have them contact me. I will see that they 
receive the necessary paperwork. Those who choose to take advantage of this offer must also join 
Ontelaunee. This is a one year only membership so to take advantage it is important to receive this 
membership as soon as possible.
 Phyllis Peters, Membership

KEEP ME INFORMED
 When someone is in the hospital, or on the sick list I would appreciate if you could notify me. 
If someone from the club has passed away I would also greatly appreciate a phone call.
 Thank You, Phyllis Peters

REPORT ON THE PRESIDENT’S BANQUET
Armed Forces Medley Lyrics
 “The Caisson Song” 
 Over hill, over dale, we will hit the dusty trail, And the caissons go rolling along. In and out, 
hear them shout, counter march and right about, And the caissons go rolling along. Then it’s Hi! Hi! 
Hee! in the field artillery, Shout out your numbers loud and strong! For where e’er you go, you will 
always know, That the caissons are rolling along.
 
“Anchors Aweigh” 
 Anchors aweigh, my boys, anchors aweigh. Farewell to college joys, we sail at break of 
day (ay, ay, ay). Through our last night on shore, on to the foam. Until we meet once more, here’s 
wishing you a happy voyage home. 
 
“The U.S. Air Force” 
 Off we go into the wild, blue yonder, climbing high into the sun. Here they come zooming to 
meet our thunder, “At ‘em boys, fly to the sun!” Down the dive, spouting your flame from under, off 
on one terrible course! We live in fame or go down in flame. Hey, nothing ‘il stop the U.S. Air Force.

 The lyrics to these songs sum up the atmosphere of the 2023 President’s banquet. On 
November 12, 2023, the Ontelaunne Region AACA held its annual banquet, where the president 
highlighted the members that made this year possible. We were blessed to honor six Army, Navy, 
and Air Force veterans. They shared a brief description of how they served our country. (I learned 
more about how my own father served.) He is not a member of our club, but a member of our 
entertainment, The New Earth Band. The members seemed to enjoy their songs and reported that 
the volume was perfect to listen to, yet continue to have a conversation. Jeff also honored this 
year’s bakers, tour hosts, and everyone in attendance with a Certificate thanking them for being 
a part of this organization. I do believe I heard him choking back some tears as he talked about 
our veterans and again when he talked of memories of our Founding Members like Sterling and 
Royden. From the feedback, everyone enjoyed the cozy banquet environment and decor. All in all, 
it was a delightful gathering. It held a special place in my heart that we could share the event with 
my parents.
 Respectfully submitted,
 Cheri Dotterer, your outgoing First Lady
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